
MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
WITH SIR EDWARD PECK
FEBRUARY 21, 1974

He asked me if I recalled in the Council meeting when

Luns had blabbered about London having been mentioned

for one of the events in April and Peck had responded

by saying I have no instructions on that. Luns said

it must have been Sir Alex and Peck had said, but that

was for another meeting. I said, yes I heard all that.

He asked if I were aware of what had been going on. I

said yes I am and that I had some material here, but

my decision was to kind of sit on it until we saw how

the elections came off. I said it seemed to me it would

be awfully hard to tie that thing up and why get it

stirred up if it has to be turned off for one reason or

another. Ted said well I quite agree and that's why I

was so distressed with Joseph blabbering about it in

the Council meeting. He said just to recap that London

had the idea that it would be nice if the Declaration

signing took place in London. He talked to Luns about it

and Luns felt that Belgium had nipped in there, but Alex

thought he would try to prempt the matter as Honorary

President of the Council. So Peck talked to Luns, and

Luns said no it is going to be to hard because Belgium
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has gotten in there and they have it. So Alex went

ahead and talked to Luns himself and raised it again.

He is obviously rather keen on it. Then Peck said but

of course we are stopped by the elections right now.

I agreed with him and he said well what are your

instructions. I didn't tell him. I simply said well

my thought was I would wait until you raised it or until

the elections were over. He said, well I'm not going to

raise it until the elections are over. I said, that

sounds reasonable to me. Peck then said that the only

problem they have is that London is not a great city

for a working conference, but they can get over those

technical details.

He said just to recap there are three pieces.

- the signing of the Declaration

- the 25th Anniversary

- and the NAC Ministerial

He said, their thought was that the Declaration signing

part take place in London.

Peck specifically referred to the fact that he had gotten

his cable from Washington indicating that Sonnenfeldt

had talked to Annenberg.
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